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Diffuse Pollution in Scotland

• 18% water bodies downgraded because of diffuse pollution (DP)

• DP from agriculture is largest pollution pressure

• Nutrients, pesticides, soil, faecal contaminants – driven by rainfall 

and land use

• Current condition of surface and ground water bodies in Scotland 

River Basin District 



Tools to 

Reduce DP…

Voluntary

Regulatory

Economic



Sheep Dipping

Pesticide application

Land Cultivation

Fertiliser application & storage

Keeping of Livestock



Scotland and SEPA’s Approach to DP Mitigation
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Diffuse Pollution in Scotland

Prioritised on 

human health 

impacts, 

WFD 

classification 

and statutory 

designations



Catchment walking our evidence base

• 18 months

• 5835km walked 

• 5169 non compliance 

with GBR’s + other 

polluting issues 



Evidence base – catchment walking 





Awareness Raising

• 4000 letters and leaflets sent to land managers 

• Over 300 workshop, events, presentations 

• Over 30 Press releases in 6 priority catchment   

• 15 Articles in Scottish farmer - PC updates etc

• 15 Articles in other organisations magazine 

• Catchment Characterisation Reports in production for each 

priority catchment, and technical summaries – 7 printed 

• 10 radio interviews / 1 TV interview

• Pod cast with SAC

• Text alerts from NFUS and SAC 

• Leaflet mail shots – equine

• Golf course managers / green keepers guidance 

• Web page links with others  

• Twitter 



Land manager 1 to1 engagement 

• staff specifically trained for farmer engagement

• Farmer visits started in October 2011

• over 3,200 initial engagement visits completed

•farm visit focuses on steading & land use.

• Findings are explained to land managers in a way that enables them to make 

informed decisions which can improve both their business and environment

• Land manager receive a letter, map based report and mitigation advice and 

date for follow up visit if required



A working document 



Summary of cycle 1 

Task Outcome Duration of 

work 

Walking 14 catchments 5835 Km 5169 breaches March 2010- May 

2011

Awareness Events & guidance 400 attend, leaflets, pod 

casts, articles

October 2010 –

present 

1 to1 Visits Farms in operational

areas

3221 unit inspected, 

compliance rate of 

sector low 30%

March 2011 - Dec

2014 

Revisits To non compliant farms 715 1st visits,

50% compliant, 35% 

working towards, 

15% nothing 

January 2013 – to 

completion 



Next Steps

• Complete work in initial 14 catchments

• Start work in RBMP2 catchments

• Continue to work with land managers to reach 

compliance

• Step up the awareness campaign

• Monitor effectiveness

• Look for gaps, septic tanks, targeted rules ……



Thank you listening

Further information is available at:

www.sepa.org.uk/diffusepollution

www.farmingandwaterscotland.org.uk

http://www.sepa.org.uk/diffusepollution
http://www.farmingandwaterscotland.org.uk/

