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I would like to set things out in the context of the project as a whole.  We are funded through LIFE+ and in particular the information and communication part of this funding stream.  Our aim is to be a partnership for sharing knowledge and promoting best practice on river restoration in Europe.  We have about a year left of the project and we run until September 2013 when we move into the after life part of the project.  



This presentation will highlight the European-wide value of RESTORE an EU LIFE+ project.  One of the limitations to delivering river restoration is the lack of shared best practice and knowledge across Europe.   We have created a website www.restorerivers.eu which is a focal point for pooling information and sharing experience within the European river restoration community.  It will also host an online WIKI of river restoration case studies. 



What is RESTORE

What we have been doing

What we have found around Europe (slides from the RRC/CIRF/DLG/SYKE) – linking to finding from EEA recent report

What have we produced and where will this go in the future
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Similar challenges around Europe. And there are further challenges putting pressures on the water environment including:



Development

Population growth

Changing climate

Invasive species

Increase in run off rates, causing changes in drainage characteristics



Discussion at vienna? Looking at a couple of these









Copyright European Environment Agency

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
European Context



European Environment Agency – countries with high population and intensive agriculture may need longer – planned progress in the UK, Germany & Netherlands is similar 2/3 of rivers and 4/5 of estuaries have reported pressures. 40% rivers and estuaries have hydro-morphological pressures. 

Rhine where 60% of the river is disconnected from the floodplain and the watercourse reduced in length by 82km in the upper regions

Almost every ditch and stream in Finland has been straightened for agriculture and forestry.

We should also look beyond our shores for work being done around Europe. The RESTORE project we are delivering with the RRC and other European partners has now launched an online RiverWiki were you can find schemes being delivered by our European partners

Countries with high populations and intensive agriculture with lower ambition for improvements towards GES. However they are still planning for improvements it just might take a little longer. Only 1/3 of rivers and 1/5 of estuaries had no pressures reported. 



Challenge - even when changes are made it may take some time before positive changes are seen in the biology 

Can take between 6 and 15 years before biology completely recovers after phosphate and nitrate levels have been reduced
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What have we done?



Case studies

Discussion forum

Web-based GIS

Technical data

Free text mode
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HyperText Markup Language is the basic building blocks of a website



Simple query
Search known sites
Single sites

Advanced query
Filter multiple sites
Compare multiple 
sites
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HyperText Markup Language is the basic building blocks of a website
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website
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The Environment Agency and River Restoration Centre have recently published - Rivers by Design - A guide for planners, developers, architects & landscape architects on maximising the benefits of river restoration

Case studies on river restoration from around Europe.

It was developed with and shaped by planners to set out what they need and illustrates the crucial role that planners, architects and developers can play

It offers practical advice and step-by-step guidance on how to get started in incorporating river restoration and water management in development projects.

A series of case studies demonstrate successful examples of how well located, planned and designed development can improve the ecology, reduce flood risk and create social, health and economic benefits such as improved recreational facilities and public spaces.
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Communicating ecosystem services
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National Ecosystem Assessment 



We need to understand better what ecosystem services are and use them in a pragmatic way.



Estimated nature worth billions of pounds to the UK each year  through "ecosystem services" such as clean water, pollination and fertile soil.



Valuation: 

Pollination to agriculture £430 million

Forests and woodlands for carbon sequestration £680 million

Recreation £20 billion

Provides evidence and case for the Government’s 





How do we ensure that the environment is better balanced with economic needs by planners and other managers 

cost benefit analysis plays it part

We need to use these to communicate better with different sectors – is communicating using ecosystem services the answer?

Decision making can then consider peoples dependencies and interests in the environment and the value of the environment to human well-being and prosperity and take these into account



These approaches have been developing over the last few decades and are seen to offer significant potential benefits in delivering more sustainable, fairer and more engaging management of the environment. 



As RESTORE in western region they are trying to reach other sectors and not just those interested in restoring rivers for the environment



Planning is changing in England and Wales.

There is more emphasis on locally driven plans

Our aim would be to use our catchment plans to help land use planning what ever the scale

Historically there has been delivery of improved rivers through the planning process.  This experience has however been very different across England and Wales.

There is limited understanding of drivers such as WFD by our land use planners and we are working to try and improve this in the future.



What is your experience of delivering through planning? What barriers and opportunities should we be aware of?



We must be aware that sustainable development will need a better quality environment to support all the services that we expect from our rivers.
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