“Sturgeon 2020”

- a program for sturgeon revival in the Danube
River Basin and the adjacent Black Sea -

Dr. Cristina Sandu - Institute of Biology Bucharest, Romanian Academy;
- International Association for Danube Research (IAD)




WFD and BQEs —~

Aguatic organisms — bioindicators of good ecological status
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Increasing human pressures —~

iver Basin Management — the main integrative tool
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Excellent indicators of
water/sediment quality

Unique value for EU biodiversity

@ International Sturgeon Research Institute

High scientific value - “living fossils”, over 200 million years old;

High economic value - for fishermen communities/ hatchery owners
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Conservation attempts

Action Plan for the Conservation of Sturgeon
(Acipenseridae) in the Danube River Basin

(adopted in 2006, under Bern Convention)

=» Temporary bans on sturgeon fisheries + restocking activities
= ICPDR - feasibility study Iron Gates fish pass — included in DRBMP
= CITES, TRAFFIC, IAD, WWF, WSCS efforts

... large parts of Sturgeon Action Plan not tackled, threats remain
and more coordination needed!
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EU Strategy for the
Danube Region

4 pillars: - connectivity
- protecting the environment
- building prosperity

- strengthening the Danube Region

PA 6. To preserve biodiversity, landscapes and the quality of air and soils

Action included in the AP of the EU-SDR: “Secure viable

populations of Danube sturgeon species and other indigenous fish
species by 2020.”
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Danube Sturgeon Task Force

Established in January 2012, ICPDR & EUSDR PA 6 support

Black Sea
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DSTF — “Sturgeon 2020” program

Based on Sturgeon Action Plan

Communication
- Dialogue with governmental and non-
governmental organizations
- Shift consumers option towards farmed caviar &
reduce the pressure on wild populations

Acquire public support

- Networking at political, managerial,
implementation level

- Focus on stakeholders with major influence

(navigation, hydropower, fishery)

Law enforcement &
capacity building

- Implement EU legislation and
international conventions

-Training & knowledge exchange

'Sturgeon
2020

Research in natural
environment (in-situ)
=====_LIife cycle of remnant species
- Identifyl/ protect lrestore key habitats
- Stock assessment

Socio-economic measures

- Reduce illegal fishing by creating alternative income
sources (ecotourism, sport fishing, market for local
products)

- Introduce “community control” against poachers

Ex-situ conservation

- Special rescue program for nearly extinct species

- Hatcheries designed for conservation /restocking distinct
from those for commercial purpose

- Inventory of existing hatcheries and broodstocks
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Thank you for your attention

DANUBE REGION
strategy
Bi

iodiversi ty

Danube Sturgeon Task Force — www.dstf.eu
Contact: sanducri@yahoo.com
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