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The Water Convention

e Signed on 17 March 1992

e Entered Iinto force on 6
October 1996

e Amendement to open the
Convention to non UNECE
states adopted in 2003

e Protocol on Water and
Health adopted in 1999,
entered Into force in 2005

e Protocol on Civil Liability
adopted in 2003
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Status of ratification of th
antion

4
38 countries and the
European Union
mm Parties

1 Countries In accession
Bl Non Parties




®

Major strengths proved after 20 years

Strong framework for transboundary water
cooperation coupled with concrete projects on the
ground (support to joint bodies & agreements)

A balanced approach to cooperation: both upstream
and downstream, water rich and water poor,
developed and in transition Parties

An instrument for basin management and IWRM
Critical look: the Assessments

Evolving and responsive instrument: climate change,
ecosystem services, Implementation Committee

Supportive institutional framework of the MOP

Strong ownership by Parties, cooperative spirit,
participation of non-Parties
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THE WATER CONVENTION: 20 years of successful water cooperation

The Central Asian States
agre=ment [KZ, K&, T1,
TM. UZ) establishes the
Imterstate Commission
for'W ater Coordination
of Central Asia

Lake Maggiore returns to an aligotrophic state thanks to measures
recommendsd by the Seiss- alizn Commission in 1984

The Conwention on Cooperation for the Protection and

—== Sustainable Use of the River Danube (AT, B&_ BG HE, OF, OF,

HU, M, ME, RO, RS, 5K, 51, LA, EUY) establishes the International
Commission for the Protection of the Danube River

Meuse and Scheldt, Hungary-Slovenia, Croatia-Hungary,
Skowakia-Ukraine and Republic of Moldova- Ukrsine agreements

The Protocol tothe Ems-Dollart
Treaty (DE, NL] requistes the
eooperation on water and nature
protection isues in the Ems

Germany-Poland, Russian
Federation-Ukraine and
Kazakhstan-Russian

Federation agreements

Discharge Rul= of
Lake Saimaa and

river Wuoksi
{FI-RLI, 1589

Water Conwention The \Water Convention

the is: iin Hedsinki
mﬂh Working  isadopted
under the auspices of
the Senior Advisers to
UMECE Gowernments on
Erwironmental and Water
Problems (1590-1537]

Framework Agreement on the
Sawa Riwer Basin [BA, HE, 5, RS}
agresment

Meww Meuse (BE, DE, FR, LU,
ML} and Scheldt (BE, FR, NL)

and Meuss commissions
with the coordination of the

Framework Directive

Major floods in Certral Europe trigger the development

of model provisions for trarshoundary flood
management under theWater Comvention

Recommendations to
UNECE Gowernments on
Water- CQuality Criteria
and Dbjectives
Guidelines on the
Ecosystem Approach in
Water Management

and Belarus- Russian Federation

agreements entrust the Scheidt

implementation of the EL Water

ungary-Romaniza and
Estoniz-Latvia agreements

Germany and Mongalia-
Fedcmhnnagr:m

Guidelines for UNECE Governments
on the Prevention and Control of
Water Pollution from Fertilizers
and Pesticides in Agriculturs

Agreement for the Protection and
Sustainable Development of Lake Ohrid
and its Watershed M)

A mendment of the International Warning
and Emergency Plan for the Elbe River and
enhancement with the Elbe Alarm Model

Mesta/Nestos [E&fﬂltmemﬂ:putic

Monitoring a
'I'mubclmdnyl.ivers.ﬂloﬂl:d
itoring and

Start of pil ?mgedsmnm
amrll transboundary rivers.

Convention on the Protection of
the Rhine {CH, DE, FR. LU, ML, EL}
Convention

Agresment on the status of the

Fund for S3aving

b L.IPIGurwermoﬂnnlheL.uwnf
ary the Non-nai Uses of
Comvention.on the Intermational International Waatsroourses .
c: T Br jonof [UN W S follcwing the 1962
the Oder (2, DE, PL) adopted
Croatia-Shovenia, Bosnz and i the Aral Sea
and Poland-

Ukrzine.

TheWater Comvention enters imto force
First Guidelines on Water-Ouality
ing and Asseszment.

of

Albania-Greece and Lithuania-
Poland agresments

[

Chu-Talas Commission
{EZ-KG) i

The new Franco-Swiiss
Genevess aquifer
agreement is signed
Irar-Turkmenistan and
Croatiz-Montenegro
agresments

EU Floods Directive

“ﬂtriﬂnulu:illmlgﬂuﬂt
(IWAM) adopted

Frotocol on Civil Liability
i the 5th

Ministerial Confersnce:
as a response to the Baia
Mare accident

at
“Erwironment for Europe”

on Monitoring and
Aszessment adopted
Maode| Provisions on Transboundary
Flood Management adopted
Safety Guidelines and Good Practices
for Pipelines, developed jointly with
the Industrial Accidents Conwention
DClam safety project starts in Central Asia

Start of the National Policy Dialogues
{NPDs) on IWRM under the EUWater
Initiative in Armenia, the Republic of
Moldova and Ukraine

First Assessment
of Transhoundary
Riwers, Lakes and
Groundwaters
presented at the 6th
“Enwironment for
Eurcpe” Ministerial
Conference

Start of the activities

on climate changs
adaptation

Jaint Expert Group established under
Industrial Accidents and Water Conventions

Countries

finalize first

Riwer Basin
Management

Plans under

the ELl Water
Framework Directive

The Protocol on Water and
Health is adopted in London
First imeentory of
transhoundary groundwaters
inthe pan-Europ=an regicn

[

First Joint Danube Survey for
the analysis of the water quality
and the ecological status of the
Danube River

Eelarus-Ukraine and China-
Kazakhstan agresments

Set up of the Danube Black

Sea Task Force to ensure: K
cooperation for the protection of water and water-related
ecosystemns in the Danube and the Black Sea

Revised Guidelines on Monitorin

Establishment of
the International
‘Water A ssessment
Centre (IWAC)in
the Netherlands

and Assessment

of Transboundary Rivers adopte:

Guidelines on Manitori

related pilot projects

‘Guidelines on Sustainabl

ing and & ssessment of

Transboundary Groundwaters adopted and start of

R=port on the relaticnship betwesn the UNECE Watsr
Convention and the UN Watercourses Cormve
by the Task Force on Legal and Administrative Aspects

niticn prepared

e Flood Prevention

Memorandum of understanding (Moll) for the management of the extended transboundary
Dirin basin (AL, GR, ME, Kosovo (United Nations administered region, Security Council resclution
1244} ME]

China- Kazakhstan water quality agreement
Mol “Towards the implementation of the Integrated Tisza River Basin Management Plan

supporting the sustainable development of the region”™ (HUL RO, RS, SK, UA) signed, following the
2004 Mol to develop = River Easin Management Plan for the Tisza River

Safety Guidelines and
Good Practices for Tailing
Management Facilities
devel with
the Induwstrial Accidents
Corvention

KPD on WEM initiated in
Kyrgyzstan

Creation of the UN-
‘Wiater Task Force on
transboundary waters,
co-chairsd by UNECE and
UNESCD

‘Water quality project
starts in Central Asia

New Finland-Sweden, Ilq:mhlu: of Moldos a-Romania
and Samur (AZ-RU] agreements

Protocol on Flood Protection to the Framewnork:
Agreement on the Sava River basin

Agreement on the

and Sustainable

Protection
Dﬂebpmurlnfﬂ-hq-hrkﬂlﬂw-.ﬁﬂ.ll )
'I'I-il:n‘-l

A C trarsferned to
Shovakia

‘Guids to Implementing
the Waater Conv enticn
adopted

Guidance on Water and
Adaptation to Cimate
{Thanges adopted
Mion-UNECE countries
start to get invobeed
in'Water Comvention
activities

MFD= on IWRM
mdm.ﬂzefhm}ar\,
G iz, Tajikistan

d Turkmenistan
Start of the Kura
Project to facilitate
cooperation between
Georgia and
Azerbaijan

Start of the pilot
rojects on adaptation
to climate change in
transhoundary basins
and on payment for
ecogysbem serioss

Tth “Environment
for Europe”
Ministerial

of the Second
Asgezcment of
Transboundary
™ Rivers, Lakes and
Groundwaters and
adoption of the A stana Water
Action
International conference on
Europe-Asia cooperation; formal
interest expressed by non-UNECE
countries in joining the Convention

Start of a project between
Tajikistan and Afghanistan

Conference: launch

NPD on WEM initizted
in Kazakhstan

Model Provisions
‘on Transhoundary
Groundwater deweloped

Propasal for the
Implementation
Committez developed
Startof the work on the

wiater-energy-food nexws in
‘the transhoundary context

Expected
the'Water

lobalization of
ameention




Future global opening of the Convention:

which perspectives?
Advantages

ePromote permanent and effective transboundary
cooperation worldwide

Global forum for cooperation, to exchange and share
experience between regions

eFurther enrich the Convention’s store of knowledge
eSynergies with the 1997 Watercourses Convention
Challenges

eIntegrate new challenges and resource reguirements
In future work

eDifficulty in getting consensus at the global level on
the importance of transboundary water cooperation



Looking ahead - new programme of
work 2013-2015

e Area of work 1: Support to implementation and
accession (projects on the ground and capacity
building; Implementation Committee to be established)

e Area of work 2: EUWI NPDs
e Area of work 3: Quantifying the benefits of
transboundary cooperation

e Area of work 4: Adapting to climate change in
transboundary basins

e Area of work 5: Water-food-energy-ecosystems nexus

e Area of work 6: Opening of the Convention outside
the ECE region



Thank you!

More information

Including guidelines, publications and information on
activities under the Convention can be found at

http://www.unece.org/env/water

water.convention@unece.orq
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