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I. UNESCO’s International Hydrological 
Programme

The only global intergovernmental The only global intergovernmental 
scientific programme on scientific programme on 

water resources of the UN systemwater resources of the UN system
* Created in 1975 after the International Hydrological 
decade
* Member States define needs and plans of phases
* Growing emphasis on management and social aspects
* Executed by Member States and other partners



II. IHP ISARM project
Internationally Shared Aquifer Resources Management

Resolution XIV-12, June 2000: 
recognizes that transboundary aquifer systems are 
important sources of fresh water in some regions of 

the world, 
decides to adopt a resolution to promote studies in 

regard to shared aquifers 
Objective

To improve the existing scientific knowledge on 
transboundary aquifers

To develop a management approach of transboundary 
aquifers→ multidisciplinary



III. The ISARM Project- Launch of Regional 
Inventories

EUROPE
Links & synergies with parallel activities established 

under the UN ECE Water Convention 1992

AFRICA
ISARM SADC (2007): Objectives:

Establish a network 
Provide a Mechanism for Coordination
Provide a TBA Inventory 

→ identification of a pilot project Stampriet Kalahari / 
Karoo Basin (Botswana, Namibia, RSA) and 
Ramotswa Dolomitic (Botswana, RSA)



20 identified TBAs in SADC



UNESCO/OAS ISARM AMERICAS:

• 25 countries involved through a 
network of National Coordinators  
appointed  by the national institution 
responsible for water management.

•3 phases :
Inventory and data exchange
Legal assessment
Socio‐economic aspects

•2 publications, plus 1under final 
preparation.
• 7 case studies.

Transboundary Aquifers of the Transboundary Aquifers of the 
AmericasAmericas



IV Legal aspects

UNESCO and the United Nations 
International Law Commission (UNILC)

Within the framework of the ISARM project, a 
multidisciplinary ad-hoc IHP task force of experts 
has been established by UNESCO-IHP to 
provide assistance on the science of 
hydrogeology to the UN ILC on the preparation 
of draft articles on the law of transboundary 
aquifers



Resolution A/RES/63/124 on the law of 
transboundary aquifers

Includes in its annex the draft articles on the law of 
transbounday aquifers

Encourages the States concerned to make 
appropriate arrangements for the proper 
management of their transboundary aquifers.

Decides to discuss at its 66th session (2011) the 
question of the final form of the draft articles 
(Convention, guidelines etc)



www.isarm.net

Atlas of transboundary aquifers (August 
2009)
First announcement ISARM 2010 
Conference
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